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chosen temporary President and Alexander
H. Stephens of Georgia, temporary Vice-
President. The Congress enacted that all
laws of the United States in force in the
Confederate States on Nov. 1, I860, and not
inconsistent with the Constitution of the Con-
federacy, be continued in force until repealed
or altered by the Confederate Congress. The
more important Congressional committees—
on war, finance and foreign relations—were
appointed at once. During the year 1861
Texas, Arkansas, Virginia, North Carolina
and Tennessee passed ordinances of secession
 Davis had chosen his Cabinet, whi3h repro
sented every state in the Confederacy, among
the members being men of exceptional abili-
ty, as Robert Toombs and Judah P. Ben-
jamin.
The first important act of the Congress
was to make provision for a permanent
army. It then devoted itself • to seeking
foreign recognition and assistance and to
building up a financial system for the sup-
port of the government. Prom the first,
however, it also sought peace upon the basis
of the separation of the North and South,
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and joined the Confederacy. On March 11
a permanent Constitution was adopted by the
Congress and submitted to the various states
for ratification. This Constitution was in
general similar to that of the United States,
"but different from it in some important re-
spects: The term of the President was fixed
at six years, and lie was ineligible for re-
flection; slavery was sanctioned, and slave-
holders were given the privilege of taMng
their slaves into any state or territory j Cab-
inet officers were given seats in Congress,
according to the system prevailing in Great
Britain; the states expressly retained their
sovereignty. Meantime, the executive de-
partment® had been organized, and President
 but all efforts in this direction were vain.
On ISTov. 6, 1861, Davis was chosen perma-
nent President and Stephens permanent Vice-
President of the Confederacy, by a unan-
imous vote. During the next few months
the extraordinary demands made npon the
government by the war and the necessity of
using all the capable soldiers in military ca-
pacities led to- a decline in the strength of
congress as a body, and the consequent cen-
tralization of power in the hands of the ex-
ecutive, and especially of President Davis
His services, therefore, as head of both the
civil and military administrations of the Con-
federacy, involved tremendous responsibili-
ties, and he was not free from criticism, es-

